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"A couplebuilds t.her'r
ideal island hrdeaway—
for.the secondtime.
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The three rules of real estate rarely
need repeating. Once was more than
enough for the Mew York couple who
built this Chilmark, Martha's Vine-
yard, getaway on five acres overlooking
Vineyard Sound and the Elizabeth
lslands. They discovered the areain
the early ‘Gos and soon developed
adeeplove fortheisland's lowand
varied landscape. A decade later, the
pair—she a museum curator, hea
rabbi—purchased a piece ofland and
hired New York architect Richard
Henderson and local builder Colin
Whyte tobuild a simple summer
home. “1 have very fond memaories of
that first house,” the curator muses.
“But after almost goyears, we looked
forward to startingover and mak-
ingourselves a place where we could
retire." Instead of building el sewhere,
though, the dun decided to create a new
homeon theirexisting plot.

This time they chose New York firm
Architecture Research Office (ARO)
and gave thedesigners twodirectives:
celebrate the property’'s astounding
views and provide a space that calms
the soul. But creating a dream retreat
wasn'tassimple asdrawingupplans.
First, they'd have to take down the
house they'd already built. *“We've torn
down a few of ourold houses before.”
Whyte, the original builder, says, "but
this was the first time we've done it for
thesame elient!”

AROprincipal Adam Yarinsky
wanted the water views to edge into
the home, reflecting the slow decom-
pression the busy New Yorkers experi-
ence when they reach their Zen-like
getaway. “Thesld house was along
box, with every room facing the water,”
Yarinsky recalls. “Ourchallengewas
tomake the new house and itz sitean
experience.” Todevelop this narrative,
Yarinsky positioned the 2. yoo-square-
foot home parallel to the slope of the
land and diagonal tothe ocean views.
He then worked withlandscape
architect Michael Boucherof Freeport, #
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The living room focuseson
the basaltina-clad chimney,
which doubles as a china
cabinet on the opposite side.







The master bedroom is
furnished with simple
wood pieces. Opposite,
the dining area features
Alvar Aaltochairsand
ash-veneered cabinets,
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Maine, todesignalarge courtyard
hidden behind a s-foot-high wall of
tightly set cut granite. Guests now slip
between the house and thizs wall to dis-
covera "secret garden” carpeted with
native bearberry and adorned witha
single hawthorn tree.

Inside the house, precisely crafted
materials—basaltina, glass, zine, and
American white oak—interlock with
each other, like the mechanismofa
watch. Likewise, the exterior wood
wall crossesthrough the glass into the
interior spaces. Made of lush boards,
the pleces were custom milled and
locked together with shiplapjoints.
They forma textured, shadowed sur-
face inspired by the property’s gnarled,
lichen-covered scruboaks. “We spenta
lot of time getting that wall treatment
right," says Yarinsky, recalling the
firm's use of a laser cutter to construct
a full-size wood mockup.

The rest of the walls are simple
painted plaster, except where panels
of vertical-standing-seam zinc
appear, echoing the building's exte-
rior. “We love the way the house works
with differing textures rather than
strong colors,” say the owners. "[t's
serene and calming.” To further keep
the attention on the architecture,
the owners opted for furnitureina
neutral palette, with a midcentury
modern sensibility. The pieces’ quiet
elegance, combined with the home's
careful design, complete a contem-
porary pieture—a thoughtful, restful
escape for acouplewhocan finally,
after several decades, retire.

—— ———

ARCHITECT ARD CONTRACTOR Martha's
Vineyard Construction Company
INTERIORS Jennifer Hanlin, New York
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Theantryway passes througha
contemplative courtyard, framed
by the hame's wood-clad walls.
Opposite, top, the same wood
detailing is brought inside; bottom,
Yarinsky finis hed the master bath
inshimmering glass mosaic tile.
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TRADE
SECRETS

INSIDER TIPS ON
ES THIS
GREAT

1.CLEAN AND MODERN

To maintain continuity, the
kitehenwas designed using
the same materials as in the
rest ofthe house, including
honed and filled basaltina
countertops, ash-veneered
gabinets, and a stainless steal
backsplash. Hidden fixtures
above the cabinets washthe
ceiling in a soothing light, per-
fect for evening entertaining.

2.SETINSTOME T The hearth
and chimney are studies in
basaltina, built on-site over
soveral weeks by anltallan
eraftsman. Below the mantel,
the stoneis bush-hammered
toachievea rough texture;
above, it's smooth. Yarinsky
hung the cail drapery screen
onastainless steel rod.

3. STEPPING DOWN Con-
carned about getting light
into the lower level, Yarinsky
maounted low-lead glass pan-
¢ls on secd-blasted stainless
steel supports.

4. ROOMFOR ONE The guest
bathroom features a rougher
glass tile, “Wa like to astablish
afield ratherthanadecora-
tive pattern,” says Yarinshy,
wholikes the tactility of the
irregularky cut material. "It
gives of fthe sense of having
been made by hand.™

5. PRIVATESCREENING At
the main entry, Yarinskyran
the exteriorwood wall into
the foyer to bring the outside
in.“Byseeing thewall partly
deconstructed on the inside,
you start tounderstand how
itwas built," he says. The
interior wall screens the coat
closet and master suite.

6. NICHE MARKET “Cutting
openings and wrapping them
in tile shows the depth of the
wiall.” says Yarinsky, who kept
the bath simple. “The house
is ona beautiful site. It's not
about hanging out in & luxuri-
ous bathroom,” he adds.
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